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I.
DYNASTIES
-- SUI: ended civil war, united China’s kingdoms, began period of prosperity, forced farmers to work on public works projects (Grand Canal, repair Great Wall)
-- TANG, SONG, and MING period: artists make beautiful porcelain pottery figures during this dynasty

-- landscape paintings created during Song period

-- MONGOLS: built large empire, skilled warriors, scared people into giving up fast, adopted some culture of conquered people, allowed other religions in empire (Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Confucianism)
II.
RELIGION
A.      Buddhism


-- came late AD 100s to China from India, many Chinese converted, 

offered comfort in time of war, famine (starvation), and suffering

-- blended well with neo-Confucianism, became popular in China, accepted both religions

-- after China, spread to Korea and Japan
B.      Confucianism

-- teachings were of respect in relationships, writings had to be memorized by scholar-officials, 
became very popular with Chinese  

III.
ARTS and CULTURE
--  artists made porcelain pottery during Tang, Song, and Ming periods

--  paintings in Song period were landscapes
-- scholar-officials: had to memorize Confucian’s writings to pass civil service exams to work for government
IV.
ACCOMPLISHMENTS and INVENTIONS
-- public works projects such as Grand Canal (linked northern and southern China), repair Great Wall
-- magnetic compass allowed future global explorations (meaning later in history)
-- gunpowder changed forever the ways humans waged wars

--  popular beverage called tea, enjoyed world-wide, even today
-- inventions: kites, tops, steel, compass, paper, paper money, calligraphy, chopsticks, better rice, silk, tea, ship’s rudder, fireworks, gunpowder, noodles, wheelbarrow, bronze, printing process, woodblocks for moveable type
