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I.
GEOGRAPHY of AFRICA

-- plateau: an area of flat land, most of Africa is on a plateau


-- Niger River: united (bring together) regions or areas of West Africa


-- Africa Plateau: rain forest, savanna and Sahara Desert are on this large area of Africa

-- “death road”: archaeologists call the road that crossed 1500 miles of Sahara Desert

-- Niger River and Nile River: both had civilizations grow on their banks
II.
RELIGION and AFRICA


-- traditional African religions: believe in one supreme god, 



same as Judaism, Islam, Christianity

-- Islam: spread FROM Arabia TO Africa through trade, early AD 600s


-- Mansa Musa: African king, who traveled to Makkah (Mecca) in 1324 AD, 



had fancy or elaborate caravans to show off his empire’s wealth
III.
WEST AFRICAN CULTURE


-- family: basis of African society


-- griot: story teller, teaches children about their group’s past


-- cave drawings: EARLIEST form of African art


-- camels: allowed merchants to cross Sahara Desert, carried trade goods


-- Empire of Ghana: became wealthy from collecting taxes from gold-for-salt trade

-- Bantu People: fishing people who migrated throughout Africa around 3000 BC

-- Swahili: blend of African and Muslim cultures 

-- women: role of some African women were as warriors, surprising European explorers

-- Portugal: first European country to import enslaved Africans to work on plantations

-- plantations: large Portuguese farms using enslaved Africans to grow sugarcane, cotton


-- oral history: helped educate children in West Africa of their family and clan history 
