Teacher:  Mrs. Dai Jones



Geometry
Room:  310

Phone:  (714)220-4101

Extra help:  Mondays and Wednesdays before and after school
Conference:  10:03-11:00AM 

Email:  daijones_j@auhsd.us

Website: http://kennedy.auhsd.us/Kennedy/Class/10325-Geometry-P-J-Dai-Jones/13740-Untitled.html
Welcome to Geometry!  Geometry is all about learning how to reason, learning how to think things through logically, and most importantly, being able to prove and justify your answer.  Be careful, for this means that much of what you will be doing involves written explanations, not just a number answer!  At times, you will be asked to combine your answer with a step by step explanation as to how you arrived at it and why it is correct.  Sometimes while writing your explanation you will find that your answer is incorrect.  That is OK!  It does not mean you have to start over.  In fact you better not!  Think of yourself as a scientist who must keep a record of all that you try.  If, while writing your explanation, you discover your conclusion is incorrect, all you have to do is explain how you just realized your answer is wrong, why it is wrong, and then continue on with the problem using your new insight (hopefully now you know how to find the correct answer!)  As you can see, this means that your work will involve being able to clearly communicate to me as well as others what was going through your head as you complete a given problem.  For this reason, this class is very different than any math class you have taken so far.  Although you are encourage to orally explain concepts to one another, any written assignment (whether it’s a homework or a project or an extra credit) must be completely your own.

Grade computations:
Grades will be calculated out of total points possible.  90-100:  A; 80-89:  B; 70-79: C; 60-69: D; 59 and below:  fail.  Grades will be updated as often as possible so that you can follow your progress.
Homework:   Homework will be assigned and collected daily. Each homework assignment will be worth 4 points (1 point for the notes and 3 points for the bookwork).  This is the most important aspect of this class, if you do not practice doing the problems, you will not receive the grade you desire on the tests/quizzes and from there in the class.  In case of illness or bereavement, you may turn in two homework assignments daily until you get caught up.  eg.  You are out with the flu on M and T.  When you return to school on W, you will work on W as well as M’s assignment.  On Th, you will work on Th and T’s assignment and be caught up. 
Notes: You can either turn in notes at the beginning or the end of each chapter.  I will post each chapter’s note taking guide on my page in the Kennedy website http://kennedy.auhsd.us/Kennedy/Class/10325-Geometry-P-J-Dai-Jones/13740-Untitled.html  You will download and print out the notes to turn them in before the chapter starts to earn 10 points.  If you do not have access to Internet or a printer, you may also take notes by hand.  Each day’s notes will be attached to that day’s assignment to be turned in the next day.  If you did not print out notes at the beginning of the chapter, then you may also turn it in at the end of the chapter on the day of the test.  If you are absent, then you can either fill in the examples on your own, or look up the examples in your textbook, or borrow a classmate’s notes.
Participation: You are expected to present at least one solution every chapter and actively participate during class discussions. We begin each period by reviewing previous day’s homework.  You may volunteer to explain the solution to another student’s question.  If you do not volunteer, then you will be assigned an example from the note taking guide to present to the class.  You will receive 20 points each chapter for your participation.
Textbook:  Checked randomly.  Each check is worth 10 points, and each chapter toolkit is worth 10 points.  Bring toolkits daily.
Projects:  Details given when a project is assigned. Projects are due at the beginning of the period on the designated date.  No excuses.  If you are absent, have a parent or a friend drop it off by the beginning of your period.
Quizzes:  Given randomly.  Most of the time you are given advanced notice.  Note that if a cell phone rings during class time, there will be an immediate pop quiz for the entire class.  Each quiz will be worth 10 to 90 points.  There will be at least one quiz per chapter, sometimes more.
Tests:  Emphasis is on the explanation!  Notice of a test is given in advance.  Tests are given at the end of each chapter and are worth 100 points each. If you know you are going to be absent for an upcoming quiz/test, you must see me to make other arrangements.  If you miss a quiz/tests due to an excused absence (illness, bereavement, religion), then it is your responsibility to see me and take it upon return.  If you miss a quiz/test for any other reason (including parent request), you will NOT be allowed to make it up!
Final exam:  Given the last day of the semester and worth 300 points.

Supply List:

Graph paper

Three colored pens (not blue or black)

Scientific calculator 

Compass

Straightedge

Protractor

A grocery paper bag (for book cover)

Scotch tape (turn in to me)

Please bring your supplies with you to class daily, along with your covered textbook. 
There is an online copy of the textbook at www.classzone.com.  The userid is anaheimuhsd, and the password is anaheim.  If you prefer, you can use the online textbook at home and keep the regular book to use in the class.
One final note…

In this class, participation is vital to your learning.  I will hardly ever come out and tell you an answer, sometimes I may not even know the answer myself!  It is up to the class to discuss a given situation and arrive at its own conclusion.  EVERYONE’S COMMENTS AND THOUGHTS ARE IMPORTANT!  DON’T BE AFRAID TO SHARE WHAT YOU’RE THINKING.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understood this syllabus.  Please return to Mrs. Dai Jones ASAP.

Print student name:  ______________________________________

Print parent name:  ______________________________________​_

Parent signature:  ________________________________________

Date:  __________________

Period:  __________________

