Activity ?

Paraphrasing the Prolgue Instructions


Romeo and Juliet
Prologue

	The Prologue
	Paraphrasing the prologue

	Two households, both alike in dignity,

In fair Verona where we lay our scene,

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,

Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes

A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life,

Whose misadventured, piteous overthrows

Do with their death bury their parents' strife.

The fearful passage of their death-marked love,

And the continuance of their parents' rage,

Which, but their children's end, naught could remove,

Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;

The which if you with patient ears attend,

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.
	Two families with similar status,

Set in beautiful Verona.


At first, understanding Shakespeare's language can be as challenging as the obstacles his characters must face in the play.  However, paraphrasing can be a method of decoding this elaborate style into simpler, more recognizable language.  To paraphrase a passage is to rephrase ideas in your own words.  If you find a word you do not know, use context clues to help you decipher what it means.  Then translate the figurative language into your own words.  Include details as well as the main idea in your restatement. Rephrasing Shakespearean language in your own words may make it easier to understand the play's action and the characters' feelings.


Paraphrase the Prologue to Romeo and Juliet.  You are not to summarize what it is about, but rather put each line into your own words.

The Prologue is a sonnet.  A Shakespearean sonnet has the following features:


a.
It has 14 lines.


b.
Each line has 10 syllables.


c.
Each line has a specific rhythm called iambic pentameter.



1)
Iambic means a 2-syllable unit, one unaccented and one 


accented.  Example: the word "today" is iambic.



2)
Pentameter means it has 5 units of iambic rhythm.  The 



following sentence is written in iambic pentameter:





I know the way to go is over there.



This sentence is 10 syllables long and follows the iambic 



pattern.

d.
It has 3 sections of 4 lines each, called quatrains.


e.
It has one section of 2 lines at the end called a couplet. The couplet


 usually gives commentary about the rest of the poem.  It often is an 
epigram, a short, clever saying.


f.
It usually follows a specific rhyme scheme, the pattern of rhymes at


 the end of each line.  
-On the sonnet: label the rhyme scheme for the prologue, mark the sections and label the quatrains and couplet.

Paraphrasing the Prologue
Paraphrasing the Prologue introduces and helps to demystify Shakespeare's language for the students.  Students will learn about Shakespeare's sonnets and practice paraphrasing the language.

Goals

1. Introduce students to the mechanics of Shakespeare's sonnets.

2. Provide students with practice paraphrasing before beginning to read the play. 

Teacher Preparation

Distribute and discuss the worksheet with the students.  You may choose to complete the worksheet as a class or in small groups.

Instructional Procedures

1. Have students fill in the answers as you review the worksheet.

2. Lead students in a lesson on how to look for context clues; this skill will be very important as they begin to paraphrase.

3. Divide students into small groups to work on their paraphrase of the Act I Prologue.
4. Have each student write down their paraphrase of the Prologue on a separate sheet of paper.

Relevant English-Language Arts Content Standards
Grade Nine:  Reading Literary Response
Reading 1.0 
Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately.
Reading Comprehension 2.4
Synthesize the content and ideas from several sources dealing with a single issue or written by a single author, and paraphrase the ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics to demonstrate comprehension
Reading Comprehension 2.5
Extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration
Reading Comprehension 3.7
Recognize and understand the significance of a wide range of literary elements and techniques, including figurative language, imagery, allegory, and symbolism, and explain their appeal
