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Cost of Living Interview:  Paying the Bills
Directions:  Interview a parent, or an adult (25 or older) won’t mind a private discussion of finances.  You must include citations for all of your responses.  

Name of person interviewed:

Relationship to interviewer (parent, aunt, guardian):

Date(s) of interview:

Type of interview (personal or face-to-face, phone, email):

How many people are in this person’s family?

Do they rent or own their home?

What are their sources of income (Full-time employment, part-time employment, Social Security, public assistance, other)?
Q:  What is your phone/cable/internet provider and how much do you spend monthly?

A:

Q: What is your electricity company and how much do you spend monthly?

A:

Q: What is your gas company and how much do you spend monthly on your bill?
A:

Q: What is your water company and how much do you spend monthly on your bill?
A:

Q: What insurance company do you use for car/home/rental property?  How much do you spend monthly on your insurance bill?

A:

Q: Where do you shop for groceries?  How much do you spend monthly on your grocery bill?
A:

Q: What kinds of activities do you for leisure/entertainment regularly? (Knotts or Disneyland passes, movies, restaurants, concerts, museums).  How much do you spend monthly for these activities? 
A:

Q: What kind of childcare do you currently use (daycare/babysitter, etc.)?  How much do you spend monthly on child care?

A:

Questions for Reflection: (Answer using COMPLETE SENTENCES)
1. How much TOTAL does your interviewee spend per month on bills?

A:
2. Subtract your answer to question #1 from question #9 on the “Researching the Cost of the American Dream:  Part II” template.  Assuming that your cost of living expenses would be similar to your interviewee’s, would you make enough money in your dream career to cover the costs of living, and your monthly car and house payments? 
A:
3.  If not, how large is the deficit?   Which expenses would you need to reduce or eliminate in order to afford your monthly cost of living? 
A:

The Personal Interview:  Gaining Life Experience

Directions:  Try to interview someone in the career field that you are interested in or someone who you feel is living a successful, independent life that you would like to have.  This person must be someone different than the person you interviewed for “The Cost of Living Interview.”  You must include citations for all of your responses.

Name of person interviewed:

Type of interview (personal or face-to-face, phone, email):

Relationship to interviewer (parent, uncle, neighbor, coach, family friend, etc.):

Date(s) of interview:

1. When you were my age, what was your American Dream (what did you want to accomplish in your life)?

A:

2. To what extent have you achieved your American Dream (which parts of your dream have you accomplished)?

A:

3. Which parts of your American Dream have you not been able to achieve?  Why?

A:

4. If you could go back in time and do anything differently in your life, what would it be, and why?

A:

5. What advice would you give teenagers to help them be more successful in achieving their American Dreams?

A:

6. Describe a time in your life when you faced a considerable obstacle.  How did you handle this challenge?  How did you feel?  What did you do to cope with it?  What choices did you make concerning it?

A:

7.  Who is one role model you had or have?  Describe this person and explain the qualities and traits that you admire.

A:

8.  What is one indelible, influential high school memory you have?  Why do you think it has had such an impact on you?

A:  

*You must create at least an additional 7 questions to complete this interview.  
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