Vocabulary for Night
1.
Talmud, cabbala (p. 1)

The Talmud is the collection of a thousand years of Jewish law and tradition.  To become a rabbi, or spiritual leader, a Jew must immerse himself in study of the forty-odd volumes and 2.5 million words of the Babylonian Talmud.  The cabbala is a system of mystical interpretation of the Scriptures, allowing initiates to penetrate sacred mysteries and foretell the future.  Elie spends his days in Sighet studying the Talmud and his nights studying the cabbala.  

2.
synagogue (p. 3)

The synagogue is the Jewish house of worship and assembly;  it is a center for prayer, education, and communal welfare.  For centuries, the synagogue, like the one in Sighet, was the central institution in Jewish community life.  During periods of repression, synagogues have often been the targets of vandalism and destruction.  

3.
SS (p. 29), Gestapo (p. 4), Einsatzgruppen
Originally Hitler's personal bodyguard, the SS (Schutzstaffel) became an elite, highly trained force in charge of security for the Nazi state.  Hitler placed the merciless, semi-autonomous SS completely in charge of Jews;  the SS ruled the camps.  The Gestapo, a division of the SS, was a much-feared secret police force.  It was in charge of imprisoning all enemies of the Nazi state, including Jews, and it could send anyone to a concentration camp for any length of time.  The Einsatzgruppen is a division of the SS.  They are the mobile killing squads that would travel around Europe specifically for the job of killing large numbers of people.  Moshe the Beadle story of being shot into a giant mass grave most likely involved the Einsatzgruppen.  
4.
"Every Jew must wear the yellow star" (p. 8).

After 1935 in Nazi Germany, and later in German-occupied countries like Hungary, Jews were required to wear a Star of David in public.  The star was black on a yellow background, the size of the palm of a hand, with the word "Jew" stitched in the middle.  It was sewn on the left breast of all clothing worn in public, making Jews readily identifiable and extremely vulnerable.  

5.
Passover (p. 8), Rosh Hashanah (p. 63), Yom Kippur (p. 65)

All are important Jewish holidays.  Passover week – celebrated by the Wiesel family in Sighet – commemorates the exodus of the Jews from their captivity in Egypt and is marked by the Seder ritual.  Rosh Hashanah, a high holy day, marks the beginning of the Jewish New Year.  Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is another high holy day occurring nine days after Rosh Hashanah.  It is marked by fasting and daylong recitation of prayers of repentance.  Camp inmates debate whether or not to fast for Yom Kippur.  

6.
the ghetto (p. 9)

Beginning in 1939, the Nazis forced Jews into small, restricted sections of cities surrounded by walls, guards, and barbed wire (as in Sighet).  Within these overpopulated ghettos, Jewish councils governed and kept order.  Groups of Jews were regularly shipped out by the Nazis;  they were supposedly being transported to work in the east.  In reality the ghettos – like those in Sighet – were holding stations, central collecting points from which Jews were transported to concentration and death camps.  

7.
rabbi (pp. 14, 86)

The title rabbi means "my teacher" or "my master" and is given to a religious leader or teacher.  The rabbi is the chief religious official of a synagogue.  He acts as the spiritual leader of the Jewish community, performing pastoral, ritualistic, educational, and other functions.  After many months in concentration camps, only Rabbi Eliahou is still addressed as "Rabbi."  

8.
concentration camps vs. death camps
Death camps have one purpose:  to execute all prisoners as soon after arrival as possible.  Auschwitz-Birkenau, where the Wiesel family is first sent, is a death camp.  Mrs. Wiesel and Elie's three sisters are sent to the right upon their arrival, to be processed in the usual fashion – shaved, stripped naked, and sent to the gas chambers.  

Concentration camps hold prisoners for labor.  While inmates are not immediately executed, the vast majority die in a relatively short time from hunger, starvation, disease, cruelty, and exhaustion.  Those who become too weak to work are transferred to death camps.  Elie and his father endure the incredible conditions at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Auschwitz, Buna, Gleiwitz (briefly), and Buchenwald.  

9.
crematory (p. 30)

A crematory is a furnace for burning dead bodies into ashes, as in cremation.  At the death camps, victims were gassed to death in the gas chambers;  then their bodies were loaded into the furnaces and burned.  As Elie as his family arrive at Auschwitz-Birkenau, the air is enveloped by smoke, flames, and the stench of burning flesh emanating from the crematory chimneys.  

10.
The Kaddish (pp. 31, 65)

The Kaddish is the Jewish prayer for the dead.  A hymn of praise to God, it is recited/sung during the deceased's burial service and on the death anniversary every year thereafter.  The Kaddish is also recited at memorial services for all Jewish dead on certain holidays, as the assembled camp inmates do on the eve of Rosh Hashanah.  

11.
Kapos (p. 34)

(noun, plural) To help keep order within the camps, the Nazis used Kapos – prisoners who helped supervise other prisoners in exchange for special privileges.  Very often these Kapos were hardened criminals or sadists.  Like many of the Kapos Elie encounters, they frequently delighted in terrorizing and beating their charges.  

12.
Holocaust (noun)
1.  a great devastation, especially by fire

2.  the systematic mass slaughter of European Jews by the Nazis from

January 30, 1933 (when Hitler was elected Chancellor of Germany), through May 8, 1945 (V-E Day).  
13.
genocide (noun)

Genocide is the deliberate and systematic extermination of a national, racial, political or cultural group.  This term was created in 1948, after the world discovered the unbelievable slaughter of Jews committed by the Nazis and found we didn't have a word that describe it well enough.  

14.
anti-Semitism (noun)



Anti-Semitism is a system of beliefs or feelings that are hostile toward Jews.  

15.
passive (adjective):
To be passive means to submit without resistance.  

16.
denial (noun)



Denial is the refusal to believe a doctrine, theory, or general fact.  

17.
massacre (noun):
the wanton killing of a large number of human beings



     (verb):
to kill in a massacre;  to slaughter

18.
fascism (noun)

Fascism is a totalitarian governmental system led by a dictator and emphasizing aggressive nationalism, militarism, and often racism.  

19.
dictator (noun)



A dictator is a ruler or tyrant who exercises absolute power.  

20.
prejudice (noun)

1.
an opinion, especially an unfavorable one, formed beforehand or without knowledge or thought

2.
unreasonable, hostile attitudes regarding a racial, religious, or national group

21.
prejudiced (adjective)

A person who is prejudiced is someone who holds preconceived and uninformed biases against a racial, religious, or national group.  

22.
exterminate (verb)



To exterminate is get rid of by destroying completely.  

23.
apathy (noun)

Apathy is a lack of feeling or emotion; a lack of interest or concern; indifference;  impassiveness.  Elie says that being indifferent to someone is worse than hating them.  At least if you hate them, you consider them worth spending energy on!  
"The work of Holocaust was the work of average men and women.  So the work of preventing Holocaust should be the work of average men and women."  

--Episcopal priest at a church service in honor of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

(In Memory of Millions video)

"The opposite of love is not hate, but indifference.  Indifference creates evil.  Hatred is evil itself.  Indifference is what allows evil to be strong, what gives it power."

--Elie Wiesel in O:  The Oprah Magazine; November, 2000

"[My only regret is] not doing enough.  …My humanity derives from my efforts with others.  If I come close to a beggar, I come close to God."  

  --Elie Wiesel in O:  The Oprah Magazine; November, 2000

"Thou shalt not stand idly by the blood of thy neighbor.






--Leviticus 19:16

"The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing."
 
      --Edmund Burke (1729-1797), English statesman

"Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could only do a little."  

--Edmund Burke (1729-1797), English statesman

First they came for the communists, and I did not speak out
because I was not a communist.
Then they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out
because I was not a socialist.
Then they came for the labor leaders, and I did not speak out
because I was not a labor leader.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out
because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me, and there was no one
left to speak out for me.
--The Reverend Martin Niemöller, a pastor in the German Confessing Church who spent seven years in a concentration camp. 
__________________________________________________________________________________

Cynthia Ozick writes, 

Indifference is not so much a gesture of looking away--of choosing to be passive--as it is an active disinclination to feel. Indifference shuts down the humane, and does it deliberately, with all the strength deliberateness demands. Indifference is as determined--and as forcefully muscular--as any blow.
	*humane = 

	 
	
	a.)  showing evidence of moral and intellectual advancement;   

	 
	
	b.)  marked or motivated by concern with the alleviation (relief) of suffering 


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs:  
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