Ch 9

Mesoamerica

Study Guide



1.
Geography and Vocabulary of Mesoamerica

-- Mesoamerica: between southern Mexico and South America


-- Andes Mountains: where Inca Empire began; range of mountains along South America


-- terraced farming: cut into hillsides to catch water for crops by Inca

-- Yucatan Peninsula: where Maya culture began; plenty of water for growing crops

-- Tenochtitlan: capital city of Aztec Empire; in Mexico today

-- Aztec= Mexico
Maya= Yucatan Peninsula
Inca= Andes Mountains of S. America
2.
Aztec, Maya, Inca

   A= Aztec

B= Maya

C= Inca


A. Aztec


-- located in central Mesoamerica, Mexico today; capital was Tenochtitlan

-- Montezuma led empire when invaded by Cortes who all thought was a god so didn’t attack at first

-- sacrificed humans to the gods


-- people worshipped kings as if they were gods just like Maya and Inca

-- used codices to record religion, customs, and history


-- created 365-day calendar just like the Maya

-- social hierarchy: top to bottom= nobles, commoners, unskilled laborers, slaves


B. Maya


-- created 365-day calendar just like the Aztec

-- settled in Yucatan Peninsula because of plenty of water for growing crops

-- built stone monuments called steles 


-- people worshipped kings as if they were gods just like the Aztec and Inca

C. Inca


-- empire established in Andes Mountains on western side of South America


-- conquered by Francisco Pizarro, Spanish conquistador


-- created farmland in Andes Mtns. by cutting terraces into the hillside to catch water for crops

-- people worshipped kings as if they were gods just like the Aztec and Maya
3.
Spanish Conquest of Aztec and Inca


-- Hernan Cortes: conquistador who invaded and conquered Aztec Empire of Mexico;



fought against Montezuma who thought Cortes was a god from his dream


-- Francisco Pizarro: conquistador who invaded and conquered Inca Empire of South America

4.
What All Three Cultures Have In Common


-- all were conquered by the Spanish and were changed by the contact with them

-- all worshipped their kings as if they were gods


-- all were farming cultures with different ways of irrigating and growing their crops


-- all had kings, religion, use of mathematics, and have people alive today
