Ch 7
The Renaissance

Study Guide





A.
Renaissance Basics and Beginnings

-- began in Florence, Italy, 1350 -- 1550 AD
-- means “rebirth” or renewal of interest in classical learning of Greeks and Romans
-- period of great creativity and learning in Europe
-- classical learning in Europe influenced by Greek and Roman cultures of past
-- “Renaissance Man” = when people did well in many fields or had creative skills, talents
-- patron is one who supports art and artists

B.
Invention
-- invented by Johannes Gutenberg in Germany, 1450s 

-- printing press had greatest impact on European culture

-- printing press made books more available to more people, cheaper

C.
New Ideas and Literature
-- vernacular is regular, everyday language

-- classical learning: rebirth of interest in ideas of Greek and Romans
-- Niccolo Machiavelli advised rulers to do good or bad to keep power

-- secular when people focus on life in this world, not just heaven

D.
Art Ideas
-- perspective in paintings that show things to look realistic, 3-dimensional

-- humanism: way of thinking that focuses on human potential to create and achieve

-- bright colors, showed human emotions; realistic
-- Renaissance art and Middle Ages art were different

-- Renaissance art inspired by Greek and Roman culture; Middle Ages art focused on religion
E.
Artists

-- Leonardo da Vinci: Italian artist, scientist, inventor; most famous artwork 
Mona Lisa   and The Last Supper

-- Michelangelo: Italian Renaissance painter of Sistine Chapel; sculptor of David, Moses
-- William Shakespeare: poet, actor, playwright from England; Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, King Lear 

F.
City—States

-- Florence: birth of Renaissance Period, 1350 - 1550 AD

-- Medici family of Florence, made money from banking

-- wealthy urban patrons help create Renaissance period, competition btw. city-states to make cities more beautiful and famous
