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I.
Geography of Japan


-- little fertile farmland because is mostly mountains

-- sea greatest natural resource; get food from ocean and sea when can’t produce enough on land 

-- most people live on Honshu, largest of 4 main islands


-- cultural exchanges and influenced by China and Korea because close to both
II.
Religion and Culture


A. Religions



1. Shinto 




2. Buddhism


-- believe nature alive with spirits

-- Zen Buddhism involves 










meditation, martial arts


-- only religion native to Japan


-- arrived from Korea and 


-- 
-- “animism”





China, began in India

B. Japanese Culture


-- influenced by China and Korea because so close geographically

-- Noh: a form of Japanese theatre that used plays to teach Buddhist ideas

-- merchants: lowest class in feudal system (social classes)

-- emperors: claim descended from Sun Goddess, unbroken line of Yamato family since Jimmu

-- feudalism: a bond of loyalty btw. daimyo and vassal, land from lord, loyalty from vassal

-- daimyo: give land to samurai who agree to fight for him: loyalty  and protection for land

-- vassal: pledges loyalty and service to daimyo in exchange for land and protection
III.
Shogun and Samurai


A. Shogun

-- title created for shogun by emperor so shogun wouldn’t overthrow emperor


-- military ruler; part of system of loyalty between a lord (shogun) and vassal (daimyo)

-- all shoguns say they rule in name of emperor but shogun really has all power


B. Samurai


-- samurai: part of feudal system of loyalty btw. lord (daimyo) and vassal (samurai)

-- bushido: code of conduct which requires Honor, Loyalty, Bravery, Courage of samurai


-- samurai show loyalty and fight for daimyo in exchange for land

-- thought merchants were dishonorable, from lowest level of social classes


-- not supposed to try to become wealthy

IV.
Daimyo


-- powerful military lords who headed small territories


-- loyal to higher-ranking lord, usually the shogun

-- gave land to samurai to fight for them


-- part of feudal system of loyalty btw. lord (daimyo) and vassal (samurai)
V.
Emperors


-- emperors weak, gave up power to regents in 800s AD/CE 


-- regents really run the government for a weak emperor in 800s AD

-- emperor created title of shogun so military ruler wouldn’t overthrow emperor

-- Jimmu claims to be descended from Sun Goddess, unbroken line of Yamato family emperors

-- all Japanese people at all social class levels are loyal to emperor: shogun, daimyo, samurai, 
farmers, 
artisans,  merchants
