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I.
Early Middle Ages


-- Charlemagne: greatest leader of Franks, crowned Holy Roman Emperor by pope

-- Charlemagne: converted to Christianity, built strong relations with church b/c church influenced people in ways a king did not
II.
Monks, Monasteries, Important People, Inquisition

-- monks: became missionaries, spread Christianity, lived on monastery 

-- advantage church had over kings was that clergy were able to read and write, power of excommunication



-- monks, nuns educated, helped preserve ancient Greek and Roman documents, treat sick, feed travelers, teach villagers 

-- monasteries most like a self-contained community, villiage-within-a-villiage

-- Thomas Aquinas: famous church scholar, combined Greek philosophy with Christian ideas


-- Inquisition: church court that tried and punished heretics (people speaking against church ideas) using torture, 
excommunication, execution
III.
Popes and Kings; Magna Carta

A. Popes and Kings

-- power struggle btw. popes and kings prove popes most powerful person in Europe, influenced people

-- Magna Carta reduced kings’ power over nobles

B. Magna Carta


-- Magna Carta protected against unlawful imprisonment known as habeas corpus


-- Magna Carta reduced power of kings over nobles


-- Magna Carta important b/c said:



-- kings and subjects have certain duties



-- idea of limited government



-- said people have certain rights
IV.
Feudal System (Feudalism)


-- system started b/c people needed protection from enemies like Vikings and invaders

-- lord-vassal system: based on land from lord to vassal in exchange for vassal being loyal and serving in military


-- serfs: a type of peasant who lives on the land, stays a part of land, serves the owner of land, is not free to leave


-- chivalry: code of conduct by knights; honor, bravery, loyalty to one’s lord


-- Great Plague or Black Death: came from China 1347, spread very quickly through Europe



- humans bitten by fleas become infected, 1/3 to ½ of Europe die



- broke down the feudal system that tied serfs and peasants to the nobles



- peasants become more valuable, demand higher wages and lower rents

V.
Crusades


-- started by Pope Urban II to free Holy Land from Muslim control


-- knights went on Crusade hoping to get the land when conquer Muslims


-- only First Crusade was successful, all others failed to free Holy Land for long


-- contact with Muslims during wars introduced many things Christians wanted after returned to Europe


-- learned about military and trade, but no knights converted to Islam 


-- affect of Crusades on Europeans eyes opened when they realized there are new and better ways to live

VI.
Medieval Life

-- Black Death or Great Plague changed feudal system b/c so many peasants died, no new medicines discovered

-- chivalry code of conduct for knights


-- most peasants were serfs who lived on and stayed w/ land


-- mostly only clergy (like monks, priests, bishops) could read and write (literate)


-- women could live in dead husband’s house for 40 days after he dies

-- widow (wife whose husband has died) may not remarry without permission of lord of manor or king
